
Application for Recognition as a 
New Jersey Skillful Angler

Name _________________________________________ Age _____

Address ________________________________________________

City _____________________________________ Zip __________

Telephone ___________________ E-mail _____________________

Fish Species (subject to verification by state biologist)

_____________________________________________________

Weight ______________lbs. __________oz.  Length ____________

Girth __________________ Date Caught** ___________________

Where _________________________________________________

Time __________________________________________________

Caught from: ________ boat ________ shore _________ surf

_____ jetty __________________________________other (specify)

Captain ________________________________________________

Boat Name _____________________________________________

Line Test used ____________________ Reel __________________

Type of Rod _____________________________________________

Lure ___________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Certification

Fish measured and weighed by ______________________________

_______________________________________________________

Establishment’s Address ___________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Telephone ______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
Signature (from establishment)

I hereby certify this fish was caught in New Jersey waters in
accordance with state laws and regulations, and that this fish was
weighed on a certified scale.

_______________________________________________________
Applicant’s Signature Date

**All applications must be submitted within 30 days of catching the fish.

Mail application to:
NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife
Skillfull Angler Awards Program,
P.O. Box 400
Trenton, NJ 08625-0400
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Skillful Angler Awards
Program

By Walter S. Murawski, Supervising Biologist

The Skillful Anglers Program is designed to supplement the New Jersey
State Record Fish listing by recognizing that many anglers catch 

both freshwater and marine fish, which may not be of record size, but
nonetheless are of sufficient size and weight to have tested the anglers 
skill and thus be worthy of recognition.

Fisherman qualifying for a Skillful Anglers Award receive a signed
certificate attesting to their achievement along with a bronze pin suitable to
be worn on a fishing hat, jacket, etc. Only one pin and one certificate will
be awarded per individual for each species which qualifies.

At the end of each year, special recognition is given to the anglers who
caught the largest fish in each of the species categories. The winners of
these categories are presented with a Special Award recognizing their
accomplishments as the best of New Jersey's Skillful Anglers.

The procedure to obtain an award is easy. Fill out an application and
have the fish weighed at a commercial establishment having a certified
scale and have the proprietor sign the form testifying to the weight. All
applications must be submitted within 30 days of catching the fish.

A brochure explaining the details of the program can be obtained from
any Division office, or by calling us at (908) 637-4125, or writing to us at
NJ Division of Fish & Wildlife, 605 Pequest Rd., Oxford NJ 07863.

The minimum weight required to win a Skillful Angler Award for the
various species are as follows:

Largemouth bass. . . . . . . 6 pounds
Smallmouth bass. . . . . . . 4 pounds
Striped bass hybrid . . . . . 8 pounds
Carp . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 pounds
Channel catfish . . . . . . . . 9 pounds
Crappie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 pounds
Muskellunge

(incl. Tiger) . . . . . . . . 20 pounds

Chain pickerel . . . . . . . . . 4 pounds
Northern pike . . . . . . . . 10 pounds
American shad . . . . . . . . 7 pounds
Brook trout . . . . . . . . . . . 3 pounds
Brown trout . . . . . . . . . . . 8 pounds
Lake trout . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 pounds
Rainbow trout . . . . . . . . . 5 pounds
Walleye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 pounds

Photo: © Tom Pagliaroli, courtesy of New Jersey Outdoors magazine.



New Jersey’s Eighteenth Waterfowl Stamp and Print,
Second in the Landmark Series
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The NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife is proud to announce the publication of the New Jersey Wildlife Viewing Guide.
The publication of the Guide is the culmination of a two year project coordinated by the Division’s Endangered and
Nongame Species Program to establish a network of viewing sites throughout the state.

The Guide beautifully illustrates the rich natural treasures that few people realize exist in the state. Experience the
amazing diversity of New Jersey’s wildlife and habitats at 87 of the state’s best Wildlife Viewing Areas. The 165
page Guide is full of color photos and illustrations and provides directions to each site and information on site facilities,
best viewing seasons and which animals and habitats can be seen.

Unique to the New Jersey Guide is the addition of Wildlife Diversity Tours. In four regions, expanded information is
provided on five sites in each region that
when experienced through a 2-3 day trip
provide a deeper understanding and
appreciation of the ecosystems and
wildlife found in the region.

Order yours today by using the order form.

The creation of the Wildlife Viewing Guide and the development of a
Watchable Wildlife Program for New Jersey was made possible in part
through grants from the EPA, US Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park
Service and Department of Defense. Major funding has been provided
through proceeds from the sale of ‘Conserve Wildlife’ license plates.

New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife’s
Waterfowl Stamp Advisory Committee is

proud to announce the second print in the
Landmark Series “Tundra Swans at Barnegat
Bay” featuring the Sedge House in the back-
ground. This year’s artist, Bob Hautman is coming
off his recent winning of the 2001/02 Federal
Duck Stamp competition. Bob Hautman’s
achievements are numerous, including winning
the 1997 and the previously mentioned 2001
Federal Duck Stamp contest. In 1995, he finished
second only to his younger brother, Jim. His
designs were selected for the 1995 Minnesota
Pheasant Stamp, the 1992 and 1988 Minnesota
Duck Stamp and the 1989 Nevada Stamp.

The Barnegat Bay Watershed is primarily
located in Ocean County, New Jersey. Covering
more than 450 square miles of tidal shoreline,
back bay islands, marsh creeks and pine/oak
forest, the Barnegat Bay region is a delight those
whose interest is natural resources. Barnegat Bay
is a large shallow lagoon-type estuary
characteristic of the back bay system of a barrier
island coastline. It is roughly 40 miles long and
one to four miles wide. Bay islands are
intrinsically havens for wide diversity of wildlife.
Sedge Island, one of more than 165 islands in
Barnegat Bay, is no exception. The landscape of
the island is diverse, offering the typical Spartina
marshes which are inundated twice daily by the
nutrient rich tidal water, as well as substantial
upland areas of eastern red cedar, bayberry,
groundseed and assorted deciduous small trees
and shrubs. The adjacent island, Great sedge, is
home to the state-endangered peregrine falcon, as

well as numerous ospreys. Black skimmers 
and common terns have also used the islands 
for refuge and nesting sites. Bay islands provide
the ideal habitat and environment for numerous
bird species.

The 22-acre Hensler Sedge Island is located 
in the Barnegat Bay, just more than one mile west
from the Bayshore at the southern end of Island
Beach State Park.

Sedge Island has a great deal of historical
significance. This island’s main building, the
Sedge House hunting lodge, was built in 1919 and
has since had an intriguing past. It’s use has varied
from family retreats to hunting and fishing camps.
President Woodrow Wilson is reported to have
signed one of the migratory bird conservation
treaties at the house, and Babe Ruth and Lou
Gehrig visited there on hunting excursions. The
hunting lodge, which could accommodate 18
people, is considered to be the best remaining
example of the many commercial hunting camps

that formerly existed on Barnegat Bay.
Sedge Island was recently acquired by the

Trust for Public Land from the Hensler family and
conveyed to the State of New Jersey for public use
and historic preservation and as an educational
and environmental field station. The site is used by
the Division of Fish and Wildlife for authorized
wildlife education programs and is being managed
as the Sedge Island Wildlife Management Area.
Sedge Island is the cornerstone of New Jersey’s
newly created first Marine Conservation Zone.

New Jersey, through an act of the State
Legislature, began annually requiring waterfowl
hunting stamps in 1984. The program is
administered by the Department of Environmental
Protection, Division of Fish and Wildlife for the
purpose of purchasing wetlands for waterfowl
habitat. Proceeds from the sale of New Jersey’s
Duck Stamps and Prints have totaled over
$3,700,000 since 1984, all to acquire wetlands for
waterfowl habitat and public use. To date over
11,700 acres of waterfowl habitat have been
purchased or donated by the program.

For more information on how to purchase 
a print, collector duck stamps or the Habitat 
2000 Souvenir stamp card, send a SASE to:
The Waterfowl Stamp Advisory Committee,
NJ Fish and Wildlife, P.O. Box 400, Trenton,
NJ 08625-0400. Or come visit us on the 
web at www.njfishandwildlife.com by 
clicking on the products section. The 
important thing to remember is all profits 
go to preservation of habitat! Buy a framed 
print from the Division and SAVE AN ACRE!

NEW JERSEY WILDLIFE VIEWING GUIDE

WILDLIFE VIEWING GUIDE ORDER FORM

Name____________________________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________________________

City_____________________________________________________________________

State___________________ Zip_________________

Send Check or Money Order for $10.95 Plus $3.95 S/H to:
NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife
Endangered and Nongame Species Program
PO Box 400 • Trenton, NJ 08625-0400

N.J. Division of Fish, Game, & Wildlife
Endangered & Nongame Species Program

Conserve
Wildlife



CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS

Sporting Goods

Sporting Goods

Sport Shops

Bait & Tackle Fishing Guides

Trout Hatchery

Recreation Vehicles

Boats & Boating Services

Boats & Boating Services

Flyfishing, Bait & Tackle

97 Route 519, Phillipsburg, NJ 08865

The Owl’s Nest
HUNTING & FISHING SUPPLIES

N.J. Deer & Turkey 
Check Station

908-995-7903
www.owlsnestgunandbow.com

Zion Grove Trout Hatchery
STOCKING STREAMS, LAKES AND PONDS IS OUR SPECIALTY

BROOK ❖ BROWN ❖ RAINBOW
TIGER ❖ GOLDEN
One Trout Lane, Zion Grove, PA 17985

570-889-3537 • Fax 570-889-5732

(609) 259-7332

ASSUNPINK BAIT & TACKLE, INC.
BOAT & CANOE RENTALS

ARCHERY EQUIPMENT & RANGE
Imlaystown-Hightstown Rd.
2 Mi. N. Imlaystown Exit 11

Interstate 195

EDWIN & DORIS BOOTH
110 Imlaystown-Hightstown Rd.

Robbinsville, NJ 08691

CHENEY’S
ARGO SALES

37 Old Trenton Rd. Rt. 535 • Cranbury, NJ 08512-0305
609-395-0350 • 609-655-5071 • Fax 609-395-0358

JIM CHENEY 609-758-0305 • GIL CHENEY 609-655-1163

New & Used
Amphibious

Vehicles

“THE BEST SPOT ON BARNEGAT BAY”

DOWNE’S BAIT & TACKLE
BOAT RENTALS • BAIT • TACKLE

CEMENTED BOAT RAMP • REFRESHMENTS

BRENNAN CONCOURSE
BAYVILLE, NJ 08721

CARL DEL CONTE (732) 269-0137
JOHN DEL CONTE www.downesmarina.com

Pontoon Boats
Row Boats • Boat Storage

LIVE BAIT • TACKLE HUNTING SUPPLIES

BRITT’s
BAIT and TACKLE

41 River Road
Oakland, NJ 07436

NJ State Deer Check Station

(201) 337-4772 (201) 651-0900

Formerly

Cal’s

Sport Shop

ON THERAMAPORIVER

Route 287 Exit 57 (North or South)
W. Oakland Avenue to River Road

NEW JERSEY HUNTING & FISHING LICENSES

Going Fishing?
Shop at Bordy’s!

Fresh and Saltwater Fishing Tackle
Live Worms • Gift Certificates

Fishing Licenses

BORDY’S OUTDOORS, INC.
177 Columbia Turnpike

Florham Park, NJ 07932

973-966-8006

LAKE OKEECHOBEE
TROPHY BASS FISHING FISHING PACKAGES

April 1–January 14 January 15–March 31
1 day, 0 nights…$115 1 day, 0 nights…$130

2, 1/2 days, 1 night…$125 2, 1/2 days, 1 night…$140
3 days, 3 nights…$345 3 days, 3 nights…$390

Rates Include: FREE MOTEL LODGING
6 Doz. Wild Shiners Per Day, Guide, Bass Boat, Tackle

Crappie, Bluegill, Shellcracker Fishing Packages
April 1–January 14 January 15–March 31

2, 1/2 days, 1 night…$100 2, 1/2 days, 1 night…$115
Rates include: FREE MOTEL LODGING, Guide, Bass Boat, Tackle

WILD BOAR, DUCK, TURKEY & DEER HUNTING

RON’S GUIDE SERVICE
10600 Donna Drive, Lakeport, FL 33471
PH: 863-946-1742 FAX: 863-946-2699

http://www.ronsguideservice.com / email: fish@ronsguideservice.com

JERSEY PADDLER
YOUR COMPLETE CAMPING • HIKING • PADDLING • OUTFITTERS
OLD TOWN • PATAGONIA • MAD RIVER • NORTH FACE • DAGGER
PYRANNAH • IMPEX • SIERRA DESIGNS • WE-NO-NAH • HOBIE
CURRENT DESIGNS • NECKY • OCEAN KAYAK • VALLEY • VASQUE
BOY SCOUTS • GRAMICCI • PERCEPTION • LOTUS DESIGN
AIRE • WILDERNESS SYSTEMS • WAVE SPORT • FEATHER CRAFT 

MOUNTAIN HARDWEAR • NAVARRO • BELL • EX OFFICIO

The Nation’s Best Selection of 
Canoes & Kayaks and More

1756 ROUTE 88 WEST • BRICK, NJ 08724
www.jerseypaddler.com

888-22-KAYAK • 732-458-5777
Fax: 732-458-5666 • N 40° 04.20 W 074° 07.85

Parsippany
Bait Sport & Tackle

180 Parsippany Rd
Parsippany, NJ 07054

Located in Rear of Green Hill Plaza

Fresh & Salt
Water, Tackle
Fly Fishing

Archery
Hunting

Black Powder

CONNIE DAVELicenses
Live Bait

Phone 973-887-3300
Open Early 7 Days a Week
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Hillsborough 
Outdoor Sports

Center
Indoor Shooting Range • Bait & Tackle

Muzzleloaders Supplies • Fly Shop
Full Gunsmithing Services

Large Variety of Firearms & Ammunition
Eastern Firearms Academy,

our in-house firearms safety & training school
Staff Knowledgeable in All Facets

of Hunting & Fishing

908-359-0837
170 Township Line Rd.

Hillsborough, NJ 08844
www.hillsboroughoutdoor.com

Hours: Sun: 9am–5pm • Closed Mon.
Tue.–Fri. 10am–10pm • Sat. 9am–10pm

COUNTY
LINE
SPORTS INC
ON TARGET QUALITY & FUN

COMPLETE LINE OF SPORTING GOODS
Hunting & Fishing Licenses Issued

Propane Tanks Refilled TOO!

❍ PSE, Golden Eagle, Hoyt
❍ Custom Arrows
❍ Rods, Reels & Accessories
❍ Guns, Ammo ❍ Reels Repaired
❍ Paint Ball Supplies
❍ CO2 Cylinders Refilled

10 US Hwy. 46 Hackettstown

908-852-9897 • 800-537-4880
email: info@countylinesports.com

www.countylinesports.com

TO ADVERTISE
CALL BECKY YURGA AT

1-609-924-0100

Phillipsburg Bait, Tackle & Hunting
Live Bait & Tackle

Bows • Guns & Ammo
Custom Bow Strings & Arrows
1229 S. Main St.

Phillipsburg, NJ 08865
908-454-0695

MARINER’S MART
Rope • Marine Hardware • Electronics

Marine Paint • Marine Batteries • Wax & Cleaners
Marine Charts • Fishing Equipment

OPEN ALL YEAR—7 DAYS A WEEK
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

(Near Garden State Parkway—Sandy Hook)
www.marinersmart.com

778 Hwy. 36, Belford, NJ 732-787-1100



To Advertise in Future
Issues of any  

New Jersey Hunting or
Fishing Digests Call

BACKES
GRAPHIC

PRODUCTIONS
1-609-924-0100
E-mail: info@backesgp.com

The New Jersey Division of 
Fish & Wildlife allows appropriate

advertising in its annual regulations to 
help offset increasing costs of printing. 

Many states have adopted a similar
strategy. Promotional advertising does not

constitute endorsement by the Division 
or Backes Graphic Productions.

 

545 Mantoloking Road, Brick, NJ 08723

SNOWMOBILES
WATERCRAFT

ATVs
TRAILERS

Visit us at the
Garden State

Outdoor Sportsmen’s Show
Jan. 10–13

Space M at the NJ Convention
& Exposition Center

Edison, NJ

SALES • SERVICE 
PARTS • ACCESSORIES

732-920-SNOW (7669)
Fax: 732-920-6789

ATVs can be hazardous to operate. Polaris adult models are for riders age 16 and older.
Polaris youth models are for riders age 6 to 15. Always wear a hemet and be sure to
take a training course. For safety and training information, see your Polaris dealer or
call 1-800-342-3764






